ANNEX 1

CONSUMER EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Comenius 3 E-CONS Thematic Network  

To complete the questionnaire simply place a cross in the box for the answer or answers you have chosen, and where necessary, write the references requested.

The questionnaire should be accompanied by a simple document, (of no more than 5 pages in length), written by each partner giving information as to the situation of Consumer Education in their country. The document can initially be sent in its original language, along with a summary in English (of no more than 10 lines). Kindly fill in all sections.    

Basic Information: 

	COUNTRY
	BELGIUM - FLEMISH COMMUNITY

	Name of the organisation giving the information
	OIVO (CRIOC)

	Name of the contact person
	Stefaan Hendrickx

	E-mail
	stefaan.hendrickx@oivo.be

	Telephone
	02/547.06.44


Current Situation of Consumer Education  
1. The right to Consumer Education appears explicitly stipulated in an official document (place a cross in the appropriate box or boxes).   

x□ YES 


X□ NO

     If yes, indicate in which document or documents it appears:

□  In the country’s constitution or Magna Carta .

□ In a statutory document (law, regulation, etc)  

x□ In public documents from public institutions (DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IN FLEMISH COMMUNITY, see below)

□ In the programmes of public institutions related to consumers

□ In the programmes of private Consumer Associations 

x□ In the work programmes of our institution (YES, IN THE WORK PROGAM OF CRIOC AND OTHER CONSUMER ORGANISATIONS IN BELGIUM). 

x□ Others

The question isn't very clear. My first response::

no, only in european context (treaties Belgium has subscribed to). But in texts of the 'Department for Educational Development' (Education in the Flemish community) the word "consumer education" and consumption can be read (but not very often). But in general In FLanders we don't talk about 'consumer education' (don't use those words), see below.

Note: Where possible, please enclose the most important documents supporting the choice of answers 

2. Consumer Education:

x□ forms part of the school curriculum and is used to a good degree in the classroom.  

x□ forms part of the school curriculum but is used little in the classroom.

CONSUMER EDUCATION, NOT EXPLICIT (NOT IN THESE WORDS), BUT IS REPRESENTED VIA 'EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP', 'ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION' AND 'HEALTH EDUCATION'. IS IT USED IN THE CLASSROOM? BECAUSE THESE THREE (TOGETHER WITH 'SOCIAL CAPACITIES' AND 'LEARNING TO LEARN') ARE TRANSVERSAL MATTERS - THAT MEANS: EVERY SCHOOL AND EVERY TEACHER MUST GET INVOLVED WITH THEM- , THE ANSWER SHOULD BE 'YES'. WE THINK A LOT DEPENDS ON THE SCHOOL AND THE TEACHERS THEMSELVES. AND HOW THE TRANSVERSAL MATTERS ARE APPROACHED: ON A REGULAR BASIS, ONCE A YEAR (A FEW SPECIAL DAYS OR A SPECIAL WEEK ON FOOD AND HEALTH, ETC.)

□ does not form part of the school curriculum but is used to a good degree in the classroom.

□ does not form part of the school curriculum and is not used in class

□ Its inclusion in the curriculum and in the classroom is being pushed.

3. In the case where consumer education forms part of the school curriculum: 
A) In which levels is it included?
x□ first level ……primary school… (from .6...... to .12...... years old) 

x□ second level.....secondary school..... (from ....12... to ..14...years old) 

x□ third level..........secondary school..... (from ....14... to ..16..years old) 

x□ fourth level........secondary school...... (from....16... to ..18..years old)

Note: please include if necessary more levels up to completing the cycles of regulated education from 13 to 18 years old in your country. On the dotted line include the name of the education level in your country and the ages this comprises. 

B) How is it included? 

x□ as a transversal subject matter

□ as a specific and compulsory subject 

□ as an optional subject

□ included in one or various subjects (indicate name(s))  

    ...............................................................................................

 AS A TRANSVERSAL MATTER, AS DEVELOPMENTAL AIM (ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION, HEALTH EDUCATION , EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP) OR CROSS-CURRICULAR FINAL OBJECTIVE (HEALTH EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION, EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP).    ............................................................................................... 


    ..............................................................................................

□ others (please specify)

    ..............................................................................................

    ............................................................................................... 


    ..............................................................................................

4.  In what way is support given to Consumer Education teaching staff in schools? (SUPPORT BY WHO?)
x□ through monographic training courses (EDUCATION AFTER TEACHERS ARE ALREADY WORKING IN SCHOOLS- BUT ONLY NOW AND THEN, BY THE SERVICE 'TRAINING AFTER SCHOOL' - MINISTERY EDUCATION AND ORGANISATIONS IN THE FIELD))

□ by including the theme in other training courses
x□ through didactic guidance/ recommendations given to the teaching staff so as to work in the classroom YES, IN THE DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENTAL AIMS AND CROSS-CURRICULAR FINAL OBJECTIVES BY THE DEPARTMENT EDUCATION

□ through the publication of didactic materials of use in the classroom. No, THE ORGANISATIONS (LIKE CRIOC) do that themselves.   

□ by recognising its activity with credits and certificates valid for their teaching career   

x□through subsidies for specific projects on a local, regional and national scale (yes, BY EXAMPLE DYNAMO 2-PROJECTS, ALSO ON CONSUMER EDUCTION)

x□ through subsidies if they participate in Comenius 1 projects (YES, BUT THAT'S SOCRATES)

x□ with prizes through school competitions (ON A EUROPEAN LEVEL: FOR INSTANCE 'COMPETITION YOUNG CONSUMER'

□ other incentives (please specify)

5. What theme or themes are those most dealt with in the classroom in your country? To answer this question, themes should be ranked in order of their presence in the classroom or in terms of future interest.

In section a) for their presence in the classroom (1 being the theme most present in the classroom and 12 that which is least present) and in section b) in terms of its interest for the future(1 being of most future interest and 12 that of least interest )       

	a) Presence 

     in the classroom  now
	Proposed themes 
	b) Of future interest 

	2
	Food and nutrition
	

	
	          Buying in the 21st century  
	x

	
	Users of Services 
	x

	
	The home 
	

	
	Advertising - the media
	x

	
	 Games and Toys 
	x

	
	School material 
	x

	3 (health)
	Health and safety 
	

	1
	Eco-consumerism
	

	
	Body image
	

	
	              Informed Consumers

	x

	
	Rights and responsibilities
	

	
	Personal finances
	x

	
	Others (please specify)


	


6. Are didactic materials for consumer education published so that teaching staff may work directly with them in the classroom?  

x□YES

x□ NO

YES AND NO. AS MENTIONED BEFORE: THERE ARE ORGANISATIONS WHO PUBLISH MATERIALS THAT CAN BE DIRECTLY USED IN THE CLASS. CRIOC ALSO DOES THIS, BUT NOT VERY OFTEN. WE GIVE THREE EXAMPLES OF MATERIAL FOR GENERAL PUBLIC THAT TEACHERS CAN USE IN THE CLASS. WE'LL SEND THEM BY MAIL ALSO. + SEND A MANUAL ON FOOD(SAFETY), ESPECIALLY MADE FOR TEACHERS. (WE SEND YOU ONE FRENCH AND ONE DUTCH COPY). ALL BROCHURES BY CRIOC (IN THE FUTURE, IN DEVELOPING THE WEBSITE, WE'LL MENTION ALL THE OTHER MATERIAL BY OTHER ORGANIZATIONS)

If yes: name at least three materials you consider to be important and worthwhile for consumer education. 

1.- Name of the material…HET ETIKET: GEEN GEHEIMTAAL…………………………………………………….

Type of material:

□ Book
□ Video
□ CD-ROM 
 
□Website
X□ Others

Name of the organisation publishing the material  


CRIOC

...............................................................................................................

Contents of the material (include the most important points from the index): 

...................................................................................food label: what is on a food label? , list of ingredients, E-numbers, date on the label, claims, pictograms on labels, is the information on a food label reliable?, ...............................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Way of access to the material: YOU CAN GET IT FOR FREE AT CRIOC. THAT's for THE VERSION ON PAPER. YOU CAN ALSO FIND IT ON OUR WEBSITE (UNTIL NOW AN OLD VERSION OF THE BROCHURE, BUT THE NEW VERSION WILL BE THERE SOON)  

□ Purchase 
□x Free
□ On loan 


Note: where possible send us the material, or at least, the cover picture of the material and its index. In this way we will be able to include them in the website.   

2.- Name of the material 'LOGOS? LABELS? PICTOGRAMMES? COMMENT S'Y RETROUVER?……………………………………………………….

Type of material:

□ Book
□ Video
□ CD-ROM 
 
□Website
□x Others

Name of the organisation publishing the material  


CRIOC + RESEAU ECO-CONSOMMATION

...............................................................................................................

Contents of the material (include the most important points from the index): 

......................................................................WHAT ABOUT LABELS (pictograms, symbols, ...) THAT REFER TO INFORMATION..ON THE ENVIRONMENT? WHAT DO THEY TELL? ARE THEY RELIABLE? A BROCHURE TO HELP THE CONSUMER UNDERSTAND THEM ...

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Method of access to the material:  CRIOC (paper version or in some time on our website°

□ Purchase 
□x Free
□  On loan 

Note: where possible send us the material, or at least, the cover picture of the material and its index. In this way we will be able to include them in the website   

3.- Name of the material……DOCUMENTATIEMAP ROKEN………………………………………………….

Type of material:

□ Book
□ Video
□ CD-ROM 
 
□Website
□x Others

Name of the organisation publishing the material  


..CRIOC.............................................................................................................

          Contents of the material (include the most important points from the index): 

...............................................................................................................

.............RECENT INFORMATION ABOUT SMOKING/TABACCO IN BELGIUM: HISTORY OF CONSUMPTION OF TABACCO, EVOLUTION OF SMOKING HABITS IN BELGIUM, SMOKING AND HEALTH, PASSIVE SMOKING, YOUNC PEOPLE AND SMOKING ETC....................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Method of access to the material:  

□x Purchase 
□ xFree
□  On loan

60 euro for the paper version, for free if you download it from our website 

Note: where possible send us the material, or at least, the cover picture of the material and its index. In this way we will be able to include them in the website   

7. Future perspectives for the incorporation of Consumer Education into the school curriculum (please provide a summary of 3-4 lines in English)

For countries where it is not yet included in the curriculum: 

□ Inclusion in the near future is being studied 

□ It is not currently foreseen. 

IT IS IN THE CURRICULUM, BUT NOT AS "CONSUMER EDUCATION" - THAT WON't CHANGE IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

Note: include here a document explaining the way your organisation considers Consumer Education should be included in the school curriculum.  

In the Flemish part of Belgium "consumer education" can be find in the (cross-curricular) 'final objectives' and 'development aims' for primary and secondary education. You can read it in detail in the text. There is said that "Social organisations and interest groups have been demanding the schools' attention for consumer education, health education, enviromental education, road safety education, leisure education, global education, citizenship education and so on for years now. As a result, schools are under great pressure to incorporate such themes into their curriculum. On the other hand many demands are made to school by very diverse social groups. In order to prevent the school from being swamped, the authorities initially intended to delimit the social demands withregard to the school's task through cross-curricular final objectives. These describe a basis package of themes on which the school can be called to account by society." We think that in the Flemish part there's is room for a lot of aspects of consumer education. You can read that in the text (we made the most important textparts yellow). In reality most of the teachers are (only?) interested in environmental aspects and in food(safety). Maybe that's a shame. Consumer rights, budget and economy, etc... are less often spoken about in the classes. But there's also a lack of good didactic material about those subjects. CRIOC -consumer education is only a very small team (and we've got lots of other tasks). But in the Flemish community there's a general framework for consumer education. In French speaking community that doesn't exist. Or: it does exists but only for a small part of the educational system (as explained in the annex 1). What are the needs? More didactic material (space and time to develop it), a development of a local network with teachers would be useful, technological support to do it in other words. It would be interesting to work on 'harder' consumer-related subjects also (budget, money, economics, rights, ...), a challenge for us. Maybe there will be opportunities within the E-CONS NETWORK, COMENIUS 3-Project.
 

For those countries where Consumer Education is included in the curriculum:

Include a document explaining the way in which CE is included in the school curriculum in your country.

WE ADD A DOCUMENT ABOUT THE SITUATION ON CONSUMER EDUCATION IN THE FRENCH AND FLEMISH COMMUNITY (SEND TO YOU BY MAIL, REFERENCE TO THE WEBSITE VERSION IN TEXT OF THIS E-MAIL)

